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EmPOWERing
the community.
$35,000 AWARDED TO CENTRAL MARYLAND SCHOOLS.

The Adventures of Captain Mercaptan, BGE’s Natural Gas
Safety Hero Challenge, is a yearly contest that encourages
elementary schools to illustrate a gas safety message
featuring Captain Mercaptan, BGE’s fictional natural gas
safety superhero, for the chance to win funding toward a
school project. Congratulations to:

• $10,000 Captain’s Choice Award and BGE Hero Award,
Fountain Green Elementary School, Bel Air, MD

• $5,000 BGE Hero Award,
Perry Hall Christian School, Perry Hall, MD

• $5,000 BGE Hero Award,
St. Stephen School, Kingsville, MD

• $5,000 BGE Hero Award,
North Bend Elementary School, Jarrettsville, MD

• $5,000 BGE Hero Award,
Immaculate Conception School, Towson, MD

• $5,000 BGE Hero Award,
St. Joseph School - Fullerton, Baltimore, MD

Since 2013, BGE has awarded $140,000 to elementary
schools across central Maryland who have participated in
the contest. For more information on the challenge and to
view all of the entries, visit BGEGasHero.com.

HELP YOUR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
PROMOTE ELECTRIC SAFETY,
FOR A CHANCE TO WIN UP TO

$10,000.
The BGE Wires Down Video Challenge has
begun and your school’s adaptation of the original
“Wires Down” commercial could win up to $10,000!
Entries must be received by April 2, 2018. For more
information, visit BGEVideoChallenge.com.

The new BGE app is secure, easy and convenient.
To learn more, visit BGE.COM/app.

• Pay your bill.

• Enroll in paperless billing.

• Sign up for ePay.

• Report an outage.

• Check the status of your outage.

• View your energy usage.

• View Energy Savings Day credits.

• Set your PeakRewardsSM thermostat.

• Receive alerts.

• Set alert preferences.
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BGE Customers Save Big
with EmPOWER
BGE makes it easy for customers to save energy and reduce energy
costs through the BGE Smart Energy Savers Program®. Through the
EmPOWER Maryland surcharge included on all residential customers’
bills, the program helps customers use less energy, protect our
environment, and reduce the need for new power plants, all while
keeping the costs of electricity down for everyone.

The 2018 monthly electric surcharge amount for all residential
customers (effective January 1, 2018), which includes both the
PeakRewards® program and Energy Savings Days credits, is
0.71 cents per kWh or about $6.56 for an average home that uses
925kWh per month. The average residential gas customer who
consumes 57 therms per month will see a monthly gas surcharge
of $2.67 per month at the 4.69 cents per therm rate.

Customers can offset the electric charge through simple energy
efficiency measures, such as signing up for a Quick Home Energy
Check-up at no additional cost, purchasing six LED bulbs through
the Lighting Discount Program or taking advantage of appliance
rebates to save $50-$500 on a new ENERGY STAR® certified
appliance. Customers can save approximately $50 per year if they
allow the Quick Home Energy Check-up professional to install
energy-saving items such as LEDs, efficient flow shower heads and
water heater pipe insulation. Since the launch of the BGE Smart
Energy Savers Program, BGE customers have installed energy
efficient measures that will save them nearly 31 billion lifecycle kWh
of energy in their homes and businesses. For more information,
visit BGESmartEnergy.com.

More than 3,200 BGE employees
continue our commitment of providing
customers with safe, reliable energy.
Osprey Watch, an innovative customer
partnership is helping to protect ospreys
and their environment and customers’
electric service reliability.

Ospreys often use utility poles as a
nesting site, endangering the birds and
potentially causing power outages.
Therefore, if our customers notice an
osprey nest on BGE equipment, they
are encouraged to report the location
via OspreyWatch@BGE.COM.

• If the pole is easily accessible,
customers are asked to send us the
pole number, located on a placard
near eye level on the pole.

• If the pole is not easily accessible,
customers are asked to send us the
nearest address to the pole and
attach photos of the pole (taken from
different perspectives, if possible).

Once the nest is reported, BGE will remove
it if no birds or eggs are present. If the nest
is inhabited, deterrents will be placed on
the electric equipment to shield the birds
and nests and mitigate the risks of contact.
Reliability programs such as Osprey Watch,
have contributed to a 43 percent decrease
in the number of total electric interruptions
and outages since 2006.


